
The Great Mail Race 
1.  Make 100 copies of the enclosed school questionnaire before you have students use them in their 

mailings. 
2. Fill out 1 questionnaire and mail it back to us. 

3. Assign states to all 5th graders.  Students may have to write to more than one state. 
4. Each student will pick a town or city in the state/states assigned to him or her. 

5. Each student can address their envelope with “Any Fifth Grade Class” or they may search for 
specific schools on the Internet.   

6. The class can create the letter together or individually.  Copies of the letter will need to be made to 

include in each questionnaire.  
7. Please include the letter, completed questionnaire, blank questionnaire, and directions with each 

envelope.   
8. Place a map of the U.S. somewhere in the classroom and locate each arriving letter with a push pin. 

 ********************Ideas for the Classroom********************  
 Math Connections: Students can study differences in time zones as well as convert distances 

between their hometown and the schools that have written back.   
 Science: Biomes, climate, and ecosystems in different states could be addressed as information 

comes in. 

 Social Studies: Geography with all states is an easy connection.  Landmarks, landforms, and other 
state information could be researched as letters come in.   
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